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Southern Representation.

The Hon. THOMAS COLLIER PLATT has
{ntroduced into the Senate his bill for
reducing Southern representation in
Congress. Several Representatives have
brought in similar bills.

1t may be assumed, however, that no
bill on the subject will become a law,
Nor will it be necessary for the Demo-

crats to rely upon obstruction and in- |

terminable talk in the Senate,

There is one sufficient reason why all
the activity of the gentlemen now so
hustling with reduction bills will come
to nothing. The “Solid South” is a
great help to the Republicans. 1t is
a definite political advantage to them,
They may threaten, but they will not
do anything. They are perfectly con-
tented with the present state of things.
A reasonably Solid North is enough for
them.

Reciprocity Without a Treaty,

In a recent comment on the proposal
of Senator FAIRBANKS for a reassembling
of the Joint High Commission we depre-
cated any consideration of the matter of
reciprocity by that body. Neither coun-
try, as we pointed out, is ready for such
a consideration, and the projection of
the question into the deliberations of
the commission would only lead to un-
fortunate results. This view, we ob-
gerve, is supported by the Toronto Globe,
the organ of the Canadian Liberal party,
lately returned to power by an altogether
unexpected majority.

Commenting on the recent address of
Mr. Foss before the Canadian (lub in
Boston the Globe says:

“To a maximum and minimum tariff with the
Unlted States, Canadlans would offer no wide
#pread or strong objection; to a reciprocity ‘treaty,’
on the other hand, thelr objection would be Insu
perable. They are willing to trade more freely,
but are not willing to te thelr hands in the develop-
ment of thelr own fiscal system.”

As the @lobe is the recognized channel
for the presentation of the views of
Premier LAURIER, this remark is signifi-
cant. Canada is even less ready to
effect a binding reciprocity treaty than
are we on our side of the line.

This attitude, however, can in no way
be construed, either in Canada or in this
country, into any indifference to trade
increase and extension. Both countries
want business. The United States wants
to increase its already handsome sales
account to Canada, now standing third
on our export list, and Canada is quite
justifiably disposed to grumble a little
because we give her so limited an op-
portunity to increase her sales to us,
The trade across the border and its
relative increase is shown by this table:

1804, 1904,
Faportis 1o Canada . $50.064.004  $150,820.515
Imporis from Canada 40,985 08| 73,178,548

This shows an increase in our pur-
chases from the Dominion, but the larger
part of this increase is represented by
(‘anadian mine products, which we buy
and admit free of duty, because we want
them. The increase in our sales is due
chiefly to our export of manufactured
marticlea.
one of our best custorers, and her trade
is worth every developing influence
which it is in our power to extend.

The editorial of the Toronto paper is
headed “Reciprocity Without a Treaty,"
and while it does not elaborate a scheme
along that line, it indicates a plan which
would unquestionably be of measure-
less importance to both countrieg, and
{8 possible of execution by a simple
process. That lies in the removal, by
act of the American Congress, of all duty
on certain articles of Canadian pro-
duction. We are fully aware that such
a proposition may be somewhat startling
to some of our readers, but we claim
that it rests upon a strictly sound busi-
neas basis, and is a means by which the
1 nited States can greatly benefit its own
business interests, while effecting only a
minimum of passing inconvenience to a
few, and conferring a more than compen-
gating benefit upon many.

The essential principle of reciprocity
§s the extension of mutual trade with
mutually beneficial results. American
interest in the development and enrich-
ment of the Dominion is incalculable.
The more rapidly Canada grows, and
the richer she gets, the larger will be our
sales to her people. This has been
abundantly proved by the experience
of the last decade, as is shown in the
table given above. From this fact it is
only a short and logical step to a propo-

sition that whatever America can do to |

contribute to growth and enrichment
across the border is seed planting that
will yield an abundant harvest. A
larger American market for Canadian
products would inevitably result in a
large increase in our sales to our neigh-
bors. A stimulation of her industries
which would give her people more money
with which to buy would be followed by
increased purchases of the merchandise
which we have and wish to sell.

It is, moreover, a fact beyond any
controversion that the increase in our
imports would be trivial except in the
case of articles that we want, need and
can use to our own advantage., Our ex-
ports would assuredly increase out of all
proportion to the increase in imports,

Two statements may here be made
confidently: First, The removal of
American duties on certain items would
open a door to Canada, and, almost ex-

clusively, to Canada alone. Second, The

removal of these duties would cause, at
the most, only an insignificant and tem-
porary imgnﬂer_nce to the producers
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In that department Canada is |

of similar lines on our side, would bring
positive and very appreciable benefit to
many; and this minimum of injury to a
few would be vastly outweighed by the
marked benefits to the greater number,

While the items to be included in such
a list would necessarily require consid-
eration, it is still possible to suggest the
following, and we believe that careful
analysis of the conditions affecting the
articles would place them, with others,
within the bounds of the preceding para-
graph. Thesa would be wheat, cattle,
lumber, coal, wood pulp, fish, logs and
hay. We are by no means unmindful
of the probability that such a proposition
would produce, here and there, an attack
of cold shivers. Nor are we unmindful
of the other fact that in a far greater
number of cases it would meet the glad
smile of cordial approval.

Free entrance of Canadian wheat
would not affect market quotations.
Wheat prices are based on world supply
and demand. We want Canadian wheat
for milling in American establishments,
and for transportation over American
lines to the seaboard. Free Canadian
cattle would make more business for
Western packing houses, more traffic
for railways, and perhaps cheaper beef
for American consumers, without ma-
terial injury to Weatern ranchers or to
farmers elsewhere. Free logs and lum-
ber would make for the economy and
proteotion of our forest areas, now re-
ported as threatening early exhaustion.
Free coal would gratify New England
without serious harm to Pennsylvania
and West Virginia, and would be of ma-
terial benefit to the Pacific Coast, now
buying largely from British Columbia.

Reciprocity without treaty would
simply mean legislation solely in our
own interest, without reference to Can-
ada, and without asking from Canada
any return legislation in favor of Ameri-
can wares. Our equivalent would come
from increased sales resulting from in-
creased Canadian prosperity. That de-

enriched both West and East
lowed not solely because it was American
territory. It is largely due to the Con-
stitutional provision for a free exchange
of commodities between the States. That
a similar benefit would accrue, to us as
well as to Canada, from the application,
with suitable limitation, of a similar
system to our trade with Canada, is a
sound and logical conclusion.

Any argument that reciprocity by
legislation would appear to grant bene-
fits and advantages to (anada without
presenting any tangible equivalent,
should be dismissed as too narrow and
shortsighted to deserve thoughtful con-
sideration. We believe that there would
be a direct gain by the removal of duty
on various articles of Canadian produc-
tion; that the importation of similar
articles from other countries would be
barred by laws of distance and cost of
transportation; and that the indirect
benefit would quickly appear in a rapid
increase of our sales to our neighbor.

Under such circumstances, reciprocity
without treaty, simply by one-sided
legislation, seems to us not only to de-
serve but to demand careful considera-
tion.

Colleges and Crime.

Mr. ANSON PHELPS NSTOKES, secretary
of Yale University, has been good enough
to send us a copy of the Directory of
Living Graduates of Dr. HADLEY'S echool.
Much obliged therefor; and equally
obliged for the valuable advice and di-
rections which accompany the gift:

% The one request that | send with It s that the
members of your staff be asked to consult the Index
of Graduates as frequently as occagion may offer,

in order that the upiversity may be spared the |

humillation of having men Accused of bigh crimes | t
I to

constantly heralded in the press of the country as
graduates of Yale, when in reality they have never
received any degree from this institution.”

Secretary STOKES suffers from a de-
cided atrophy of his sense of humor. It
is true that the makers of despatches
have a habit of telegraphing that such
and such a horsethief, summarily sus-
pended, was a Harvard man, or that
such and such a bank robber was a Yale
man.
the swindler, the spurious “high roller,”
the melodramatic forger, the young
gentleman of engaging appearance who
bilks his hotelkeepers, borrows money
right and left, or steals a sealskin cloak
from a “society leader” in Devil's Lake
or Toad Hill-many of these and other
varieties of the genus “beat” and the genus
“rascal " are described in the despatches
as graduates of this or that college.

Now, despatches often come late into a
newspaper office. It is not always pos-
sible for an editor to gratify the desire of
his soul by consulting the triennial and
quinquennial catalogues and other reg-
isters of fame.

To our innocent soul it has seemed that
this tribute of vice to virtue, this volun-
tary offering of respect to the colleges,
was delightful. Why object to a little
harmless embroidery of fact? For our
part, if JACK SREPPARD or DICK TURPIN
had posed as an Oxford man, we should
have had all the more pleasure in his
brilliant manners and exploits.

So far as we have kept account, Yale,
Harvard and Cornell are the favorite

colleges with the criminals in the de-

spatches. The great Western universi-
ties are neglected by these gentlemen,
and some good old lingering savor of
Presbyterianism keeps Princeton from
having its fair share of the legends.
The number of bogus college grad-
uates in this town alone must be great.
In a very limited sociological excursion
in the last month we have come across
& “Harvard man” who said he was As-
sistant Chief of Police of Manila and had

Blocum investigation; two “Yale men”
who, sitting next to us at Yale Field,
ingenuously cried “Dem's de Harvards”;
and a “ University of Pennsylvania man,”
& most agreeable youth,who, if the Island
hasn't nabbed him, still “works” Central
Park West.

how to look. They are always turning up.

memory.

The gentlemanly confidence man, |
| enterprises.

some official relation to the General

As for the “Christ Church
men" and “Trinity College, Cambridge,
men,” and “Trinity College, Dublin, men,”
they are to be found by those who know

A “Balliol man” who drank gin out of a
bottle in a street car still shines in our

are too transparent. When you hear of
the crimes of Soand 8o, Yale graduate,
you grin. The college graduates have

.more than fair morals and luck, Only

two Harvard men have been hanged, we

believe, in nearly 270 years; and one of |

these was executed for witcheraft,

We hope that Mr. STOKES'S request
will be complied with to his satisfaction;
but we don't understand why he objects
to having “Yale men” charged with
“great crimes.” Surely, he would not
prefer that they should be charged with
shoplifting or stealing junk.

The Moth and the Money,

The Hon. ERNEST W. ROBERTS, of
Chelsea and the Seventh Massachusetts
Congress district, keeps a sleepless eye
upon the devastated orohards of 8augus
and way stations. Knowing that Massa-
chusetts is a poor and suffering Common+
wealth, the Chelsea Cato proposes to
tap the United States Treasury for her
benefit. '

The first ‘day of the last session of
the Fifty-eighth Congress Mr. ROBERTS
introduced into the House of Repre-
sentatives two bills for the relief of
S8augus and other territory of the gypsy
moth and the browntail moth, those
successors of the English sparrow and
imperialism, as the public enemies and
bugbears of Massachusetts.

Bill 15607 appropriates $16,000 for the
investigation, under the direction of the
Secretary of Agrioulture, of “the Euro-
pean and Asiatic insect enemies and
other natural means of control of the
gypey moth and of the browntail moth
and for the introduction and installation
of such of these into the regions of the
United States infested by the pests named
as promise to be of ald in stopping or
limiting their ravages.”

Bill 15605 appropriates $260,000, to be
spent, under direction of the Seeretary
of Agriculture, “for the purpose of
exterminating or controlling the gypsy

velopment of our great West which has | MOth and browntail moth.”

has fol- |

Two hundred and sixty-five thousand
dollars for the discomfiture of gypsy and
browntail and for the rescue of Saugus,
Melrose and motheaten Massachusetts,
It's not much. We fear it would not be
enough. Mr. ROBERTS should ask again,
A grateful nation can't do too much for
Chelsea; and when a once proud State
like Massachusetts comes humbly to
('ongress and says she can't kill her own
moths, énly a churl would hold his tears
at the sight of such respectability and
such poverty.

It may be judged from Mr. ROBERTS'S
two billa that the Massachusetts Gypsy
Moth Commission had a little too much
zeal. Some of its humorous employees
used to raise gypsy moths for the bounty,
so to speak, and honest farmers who
wanted their trees cut down at public
expense would “salt” their farms with
gvpsy moths. Massachusetts may be
poor, but she hasn't lost the genius which
made her forehanded once.

A Fortunate Circumstance,

There is nothing alarming in the cir-
cumstance that the net debt incurring
capacity of the city of New York is now
“only” $564,000,000. That amount is suffi-
cient for the financing of all the neces-
sary improvements now contemplated.

It is not enough to allow the city to
engage in useless enterprises or to in-
dulge in costly and fanciful and social-
istic experimentg.

As a fat treasury breeds rascality, so
a wide debt incurring margin provokes
illadvieed so-called “improvements” that
do not improve. If the fact that the city
cannot afford to throw away its money re-

sults in close and intelligent scrutiny of |

every project for expenditure presented

limit, instead of working injury, will

. be a positive benefit to the taxpayers
| and to every resident of New York.

! Bank Burglary and Swindling In-

dustry.

Bank burglary and swindling con-
tinue to be unprofttable industries. The
returns scarcely pay the expenses and
interest on the capital invested in the

In the year ended last September, 111

 banks were attacked by burglars, who
| succeeded in obtaining $86,564 from the
| strong boxes. Of this sum $1,8186 was

recovered. Forty-two bank burglars
were arrested and thirty-five of them
were convicted. One escaped from cus-
tody, one awaits trial, five were released,
one was sentenced to death, one was
executéd and thirty-three were gsen-
tenced to imprisonment. Ten of those
gent to jail were committed for indeter-
minate terms, and the aggregate of the
twenty-three specific terms was 126
vears and eleven months.

These are not statistics to tempt en-
terprising men to enter the ranks of the
bank burglars,
the high caste operators who once orna~
mented the criminal profession are ac-
tive now. Most of the burglaries com-
mitted in the last years were the work of
“yeggmen,” mere tramps. What was

once the most aristocratic department of

violent crime has been debased until it
is little above the grade of chicken lift-
ing or sheep stealing.

In forging and swindling the criminal
industry was more flourishing. Thirty-
five forgers and swindlers were arrested
in the year.

were released. The

could be carried out.
man combination’s investment
practically a total loss.

The other forgers and swindlers who
are named in the annual report of the
Pinkerton Detective Agency to-the Amer-
ican Bankers' Association obtained com-
When
the large outlays necessitated by the
nature of a forger's calling are consid-
ered, travelling expenses, hush money,
&c., it becomes apparent that the net

parativaly small sums of money.

profits are paltry.

Some of the prominent workers in the
criminal craft who came to griel in
1003-04 were “The Missouri Kid," “Little

We can't think that the reputation of\| Dick,” “Big Jess,” “Kid Curry,” “Troy
the college is hurt by these fellows, They | Scott,” “Hoosier Jack," “Indiana Billy,” | soon as you can.

the authorities, the narrow debt |

In fact few, if any, of

Twenty of them were con-
victed, ten are awaiting trial, and five
Knox-Whiteman
gang made preparations for an extensive
raid on banks and trust companies
throughout the country, but the Pinker-
tons caught them before their plans
The Knox-White-
was

Blim,” “Dublin

IBM'. “ , :
The plot-

L “n

Bhorty,” “Bedford Tony."

uresque has been pretty well worked J

out of the bank robbing business, bus
at least one humorous individual re-
mains in it. On May 26 an armed bandit
wearing a false beard entered the Placer
County Bank in Auburn, Cal., and with
a revolver pointed at the assistant cash-
ier handed him a note reading: !

“Pay R. 8. GorpoN (bearer) all the money in the
bank. (Signed) GonpoX (RED SHIRT)."

The robber got $6,365, and has not yet
been taken into custody. This is the
only gleam of light in the report. Bank
burglary, forging and swindling are not
promising professions for men clever
enough to have even the small chances
of sucoess remaining in them.

A ocorrespondent whose letter we print
to-day thinks that the negro question
will be settled by the movement to the
Bouth of white emigrants from the North
and of negro emigranta from the South to
the North. Ultimately thers may possibly
be such movementa on a scale extensive
enough to have the consequence he desires,
but, as yet, there is no indication of them.

In the oontinental United States as de-
fined by the Census Bureau, or the territory
on this continent, there are now toward
nine millions of negroes, of whom nearly
four-fifths are in the Southern States, where
they make up one-third of the population.
Since the civil war there has been, numer-
loally, a oconsiderable negro emigration to
the North, yet even now negroes oonstitute
leas than 2 per cent. of the Northern popula-
tion. The number of negroes in the North
native to the Bouth increased from 230,031
in 1800 to 336,879 in 1000, or 105,048. That
was not much more than 1 per cent. of the
negro population of the Southern States.
The number of white natives of the South
who were residing in the North in 1900,
moreover, was 058,074, or nearly three times
as many as the negro natives.

———

FLOODS IN THE SAHARA DESERT.

For the second time in five years a flood
in the Sahara Desert has been recorded.
Both of these anomalies were in the Algerian
Sabara, and both had tragioal results.

The two small areas which were over-
whelmed by water are about 250 miles
apart. The latest flood oocourred on the
morning of Oct. 21 last at Ain Sefra, on the
northern edge of the Sahara, not far from
the Moroccan border. The Wadys E)
Bridj and Muila were suddenly filled to
overflowing with water coming from a
heavy rain that had fallen on the slopes of
the mountain range known as Djenien-
Bu-Resg. The deep flood rushed through
the town on the lowlands and nearly the
entire village was swept away.

The people had no time to flee before the
flood was upon them. Ten Europeans and
fifteen natives were drowned, in spite of the
heroio efforts of the French soldiers from
the fort, many of whom risked their lives
to save the men and women struggling in
the water. The work of death and desola-
tion was all over in ten minutes. Among
the dead was Isabelle Eberhardt, a writer
of scientific attainments, who waa travelling
in masculine attire to collect information
concerning Mobhammedan ways of living,

The news of the catastrophe was received
by the committee on French Africa in Paris
and published in their “Bulletin.” It ia

regarded as remarkable that the loss of life |

was not greater, for of the 300 houses in Ain
Befra scarcely a dosen remain. The sur-
viving inhabitants were left homelesa, but
while the French garrison at the fort sup-
plied their immediate necessities funds
were raised in some of the Algerian towns
for their relief.

The earlier flood took place on April 12,
1899, and overwhelmed a camp in the desert
occupied by a foroe of ninety French sol-
diers. They had pitched their tents in the
dry bed of the Wady Urirlu, about 300 miles
south of the city of Algiers. A little after

{ dark a roar was heard up the Wady, and

a few minutes later an area about three-
fifths of a mile across was under six feet
of water. The camp was swept away, but
most of the soldiers succeeded in clambering

The Lodies of aix of them were found next

| day several miles below the camp.

These facts ehow that though hard rains
are very rare in the Sabara, there are some-

! times heavy downpours in situations where

the oconfiguration of the ground permits
the sudden aocumulation of great quanti-
ties of water, and serious disasters are
caused if these floods chanoe to overwhelm
sottlements. In that part of the world
people are not likely to think it necessary
to provide safeguards against sudden
invasions by floods.

A “Censor' of Street Raliroads Called VWor.

To THE EDITOR OF THEER SUN -Sir: * Cannot an
agitation be made, general enough In some manner
to help the long suffering pubiic, In the matter of
our surface transportation!?

One afternocon reoently, as & blinding snow-
storm was In full progress, I boarded a Sixth ave-
nue car st Thirty.-fourth streel going downtown.
The ear when |t arrived was already flled, and
there were dosens wafling toget on. I, with others,
could only get on the front platform.

There were slx of us, four ladies, and we could not
possibly get inside the car, At about T'wenty -third
sireet | was just able to get Inside the door, and

still some atanding.
had rung up 142 fares, besides coliecting lnnumera-
ble transfers. On our way down we passed dozens
of people who could not get on.

1 can understand how there might be some
dimoulty during the rush hours In handling the
trowd, but at 3 o'clock In the afiernoon there 1s no
reason for this. We all know perfectly well thas
there are many oars taken off, for there was no car
in sight of us at all. Again at 4 o'clock | came up-
town from Astor place In a Fourth avenue car,
and almost she same state of affairs existed.

Mr, MoAdoeo, the Police Commissioner, has (aken
the matter of atreet traffe Afmly In hand, and 1s
sblving the problem well; but It setms as though
there could be some plan devised to protect the
publio travelling In the aurface cars. If there could
bea proper censor of raliroads, to whom complainta
ocould be made, and with power (0 aet, and If proper
fines could be established for overcrowding and
for mot supplylng suficlent cars, 1 think It would
do much toward solving this problem.

Nuw YOREK, Dec. 9. L. DUNCAX BULKLRTY,

Certiandt Street Not Nuoglected.

Te THR EDITOR oF THR SUN—Sir: “J, T. Ripper
18 unjust to the Commiasioner of Streets. The Oort-
landt street pavement has slready been “ripped”
up &l right. 1 saw it done In front of Number 40
early this week.

There are othes suspiolous spots, See¢ In fromt of
Numbers 20 and 43, respecuively.

The “Commish* seems 10 have lssued the permii.

NEw YORK, Deo. 0. ANTI RIPPER.

'o TER EDITOR Or THR SUN-—SIir: The Street
Commissioner has nol been so negligent as J. T.
Ripper supposes, In not lssulng any permliis for
tearing open the new pavement on Cortlandt street,
or, If be has, some one has averied (he results of
his negligence by pulling up the blooks and break-
\ng up the concrete foundailon in three places In
the one block between Church and Greenwich
sireels.

One more hole Intelligently placed, and the ptreet
will be enderively closed to heavy Lrafe.

New YORK, Dec. 8. 0. W,
The Shopper.
Judge What Is your pleasure—~thirty days In jall

or $300 fine*

Mrs. Gunbusia (absent mindedly .
take the thirty days, but be sure and send them as

- KA N

| visit cost me $3.

on neighboring hillocks above the flood. |

when the oar reached Eighth atreet there were
By that time the conductor |

I guess 1711 |

The Advantage on the Hide of Our Laber
and the Reason for It

To THE. EDITOR OF THX BUN—~Sir; Hiram
B. Maxim, a trained American mechanic and,
In consequence, not an unprejudiced author-
ity, has declared that in most respects the
workman in the States excels his British
contemporary, and partioularly on the point
of output. He alleges that If the standard,
or record, time for a job in America is ten
hours, the ambition and endeavor of the
worker there is to do it in nine; but If In Eng-
land the time for a plece of work has been
fixed at nine hours, every effort is made to
have it increased to ten. Restriction of out-
put, an old grievance of capital against
labor, I8 more likely to be successfully
practised in an old country than in a new,
and some economists hold that it is an active
factor in depriving England of the proud
position she once held among the Industrial
nations,

There is one company in a unique position
for gauging the relative merits of the work-
men on the opposite sides of the Atluntlc.
They own enormous works in America and in
Britain, they work at the same models and
produoce the same maohines, and all on a scale
80 extensive as to afford a fair basis of com-
parison. Now what s the experience of the
Singer Sewing Machine Company? It is this:
At thelr American factory the output per man
im 25 per cent. greater than at their Kilbowie
factory in Scotland, and in every department
save one the work in the States is of a superior
description. The exception is in japanning,
and for this class of work the American cli-
mate {8 not quite favorable.
urged again and again that one cause of the
advanoed position of America is that man-
agers of industrial concerns invariably know
ull about the business they control; whereas
in England it is quite a usual experience to
find the head of a large concern technically
ignorant of every department over which he
exercises control,

At a recent workman's congress in Ru-
manis an attempt was made to deal with this
*3uestion, but the remedy proposed was too
drastioc. It was resolved that employers
should be compelled to furnish proof that
they had an expert knowledge of their trade
and in the event of their failing to do this, if
for example the proprietor of a furniture
manufactory could not make a chair, his es-
tablishment ~according to the resolution—
was forthwith to be closed.

In some of the old incorporated trade so-
cleties in Bcotland this principle is embodied
in the constitution. The privileges of mem-
bership are many, and the acocumulated funds
great, In some cases amounting to $85,000,
Now, the object of those who are in ir to keep
a1l others out, and it is decreed that although
a ocandidate for membership be eligible on
every other point, if he canpot "make an
ossay,” that is, make a chair if he bea cabinet-
maker or a coat if he be a tailor, to the satis-
faction of the court, he is not admitted.

The Rumanian resolution would be found
inadequate in some cases; for example, the
Grand Rapids Chair Company do not make
a single chair, yet they carry on an extensive
business. A special resolution would be
required to deal with such exceptional cases.
On the surface it looks as if the assertion of
Hiram B. Maxim and the experience of the
Singer Sewing Machine Compuny were about
to be contradicted in the case of the American
Car and Foundry Company, who have se-
cured the contract from the london Under-
ground Railway for a4 large number of stee]
passenger cars, similar to those on the New
York subway. It has been decided to build
these in England, thereby risking the smaller
output and saving time, risk of transit and
freight.

To carry out the contract it is necessary to
install a fresh plant in England,and the Ameri-
can Car and Foundry Company have given
an order to & Scottish firm for 8 pneumatic
plant, including four Ingerroll-Sergeant air
compressors, capable of working up to 100
pounds per square inch, with a capacity of
over 2,000 cubic feet of free air per minute;
also for 125 Haeseler pneumatic hammers
and drills, and all acceasories required in the
construction of the cars. This is one of the
largest single orders for & pneumatic plant
ever placed in England. If the contract for
the cars is succeasfully carried out-—-as no
doubt it wMl be—it will prove again that
American managers know their business
and can get along without the Rumanian
resolution; but in view of the fact that the
contract is to be carried out by the aid of
British labor, the position becomes slightly
mixed, J. TAYLOR,

Grascow, Scotland, Nov. 30.

A Spirit Umbrella,

To THR FDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir. Several years
ago | was induced to visit a very celebraied clalr

| voyant spirit medium, guaranteed by spiritualistic

journals to be a most honorable lady. My brief
Without much ceremony, she
took my glove and held it throughout the séance,
explaining that she did so for psychometric reasons.
From time to time she brushed off magnetism from
her forehead with her fingers and flung It on the
floor. looking strangely into space, sbe sald: “A
gentieman atands beside you, a relative: your uncle,
| think. He carries an old fashioned umbrella
with a brass knob on the bandle. Do you recognize
the spirit?” Tears filled mine eyes, for I knew the
umbrella. “Give me his name.” | gasped. " Tis
Henry, your Uncle Henry.” she moaned. 1 was
convinced that I was In the presence of the de
parted. Rutthe umbrelia! Greatheavens! Doum-
brellas have spirits? Could the whole thing be
telepathic hallucination?

To make the evidence sclentifically concinalve,
the next day | visited another medium, & man, who
began the séanoe by politely requesting me to
present him with 35 In advance. 1did 80, of course,
with much willingness, for the Spiritualists had
told me he was their leading psychic for “slateo-
pathic demonstrations.” 1 wanted o dispoae of the
sceptical theory of telepathic hallucination about
the umbretla.

A couple of slates were washed on both sldes,
unless | was a victim of malobservation, and
shuffied together Arst above and them under the
table, until Anally | recelved & message stating that
my Uncle Henry had actually been present the
day before and that he had brought the umbrella
along so that 1 could more fully recognize him.

But doubts still haunted me, and 10 resolve them
| went 1o a highly recommended apirit photog-
rapher, who only charged me $15 for ihe sitting.

! But 1t was well worth it. There I am in the pleture
| as real as can be, and a spirit stands behind me with

(e old umbrella in his hand! Uncle Henry Is not as
distinotly presented as [ had desired, but the pho
tographer expiained that my uncie had pene
trated o far Into the limitiess realms of the Infinite
souros of light that he found Iv difficult to return to
our plane at all; but the umbrella was there un
mistakably!

To make the demonstratlon even more complete,
I visited a medlum for “full form materialization,"”
and | had the extreme pleasure of grasping my
spirit unele by the kand -also again seeing the
umbreila.

To-day | am entirely convinced that the eld um
breila has survived the destruetion of \is physical
organiam snd that Its spirit llves.  Affer years of
patient investigation and an expenditure of hun
dreds of dollars, I am as certain as | can be that plug
hats, hoopskirts, umbrellas and everything else
have psychie bodies and eventually find thelr way
to the realms of the departed, Is It not a glorious
sruth? W. 8 Davis,

NEW YORK, Dec. 9,

e e e o e—
An Opinion of an Eminent Bullder,

To THR EDITOR OF THE SUXK-Sir: The people
of this town, and of every other town for thai
matter, ought to make a pligrimage 0 the City
Hall, now that It has had |ts face washed, and see
one of the most beautiful Hitle bulldings In the
world, & perfect gem of architecture; and every one
of us ought 10 be glad to know that when I\ gets
dirty It can be cleaped again.

Those who criticised the people who had the
bullding cleaned off eught 1o apologise.

New York, Dec, », THRODORE STARKETT,

Ne Kallans Buried in the Potter's Field. B
From the Tammany Times
Mr. Charles. Bacigalupe, an ltallan undertaker
of New York since 1885, says that he Is 'n A position
to siale that pever since he began business has an
Itallan dying in New York to hls knowl {rp oot
buriad |n the potier's field .

Lost {n Missour|.
From the Carthage Democral,
\ large winter lap robe, call aud girl on
Reward If returned 1o

lost
one slde, other side plaln.
Wells & Wigglos,
Higher Criticism,
Santa Clans
not true,
Jonah- Shake, old man!

| O

LABOR HERE A.N;D ABROAD. |CUBA AND THE PHILIPPINES.

1t  has been’

A Point Saggested by the Cellector of
Customs at New Haven,

To Tux Epitonor Tur Sux —8ir: Artlole 11,
of the Reciprocity treaty between the United
Btates and the Republic of Cuba, proclaimed
Dec. 17, 1903, provides:

During the term of this conventlon all articles
of merchandise not included in the foregoing Article
1. (relating to free goods) and being the product
of the soll or Indusiry of the Republio of Cuba im-
ported Into the United States shall be admitted at
a reduction of 20 per centum of the ratés of duty
thereon &s provided by the Lariff act of July 24,
1807, or ar may be provided by any tarif? laws of (he
U'néted Stales subsequéntly enacted.

The italios are not in the act.

Article VIII of the same treaty provides
that “no sugar the product of any other
foreign country shall be admitted by treaty
or convention Into the United States while
this convention is In force at a lower rate of
duty than that provided by the tariff act of
the United States approved July 24, 1807."

These extracts are of interest in view of the
proposal to place imports from the Philip-
pines on the free list, excepting sugar and
tobacco, which may be reduced to 25 per
centura of the tariff of July 24, 1807,

Are the Philippines so well established as &
part of the United States as not to be a “for-
elgn country” within the meaning of the
treaty? Article II. however, contains not
even a “foreign” limitation to the scope of
the treafy, for it gives Cuba in effect 20 per
cent. reduction upon “any tariff law of the

United States subsequently enacted.”

If the duty on tobacco from the Philippines
should be reduced to 25 per centum of the
Dingley rates could not (Cuba claim admis-
sion for her tobacco st 20 per centum of that
rate? If tobacco, fruit, choice kinds of w
&c, from the Phlllgpmu should be pluc«‘
on the free list could not Cuba, under Article
11., claim the admission of the same kinds of
products free of duty? The duty on sugar
alope appears to be maintained by the pro-
viso of Article VIIL

Desirable as it most certainly is, both for
the Phllirplnu and the United Btates, to
admit all importations 'from our Lastern
possessions free of duty, can it safely be
done without first arriving at an understand-
ing with Cuba which will avoid unglusum
complications with that young republic?

) J. R1ck WINCH ELL,

Naw Havey, Conn, Dec. &,

This question finds a sufficient answer in
the fact that the present duty on sugar
from the Philippines is 75 per cent. of the
Dingley rate and is therefore already below
the rate provided for Cuba by our treaty
with her. A further reduction would
change the rate, but not the fact.

For all purposes of this nature the Philip-
pines, as well as Porto Rico, are held to be
United States territory, and in any tariff
regulation for either oountry there would
be no contravention of the Cuban treaty.
Porto Rico, holding in its relation to the
United States virtually the same status as
the Philippines, has free entrance to our
marketa. The wise, logical and honest
course is to extend the same advantage to
our Pacific possessions.

The Selution of the Negre Problem.

To fuk Evitor or TuE Sux—Sir: With
all respect
do not believe that the agitgtion of the negro
question had anything to do with the Repub-
lican landslide in the late election. I, &
Southerner, voted for Mr. Roosevelt, not be-
cause of his attitude on the negro question
but in spite of it, and I believe that many
others who love the Bouth did the rame.

1 believe that the time has passed when
we can afford to subordinate all other ques-
tions to the “negro domination bugbear,”
and [ feel that way about it because I have
lived in the North long enough to know that

changed in the last ten yeara. The old ideali-

Most people here realize that the enfran-
chizing of the ignorant and illiterate slaves
was a great mistake, made at a4 time when
the passions of the entire country were at
fever heat.

The Southern people have the situation
well in hand, and | can discover no disposi-
tion upon the part of the North to coerce,
embarrass or interfere with the South in
settling the question in the way that the
Southern people may deem necessary to the
mllinununce of white supremacy in the black
belts,

I know that you speak truly when vou say
that “the man with the sore toe {8 never popu-

for | have never felt so sure of the ultimate
wise and peaceful solution of the problem as
| now do. There were nearly a million immi-
grants to the United States'last year. With
the new prosperity that the Bouth enjoys and
will enjoy to even a greater extent when the
Panama Canal is opened, some of that immi-

ation must find its way into the South, for
ﬂ;o ory of oclrcigly of labor rings loud from
that direction. he negro is no longer con-
tent to work upon a farm. The centre of
negro population steadily moves northward,
an wgen in consequence of those two op-
positely moving streams—white immigrants
to the South and negroes to the North—the
question hecomes uational instead of sec-
tional, the problem will be no longer a prob-
lem. When every man has to consider the
question with relation to how it is going to
affect him and his loved ones, it will be quickly
nettled, for it is evident from the letters you
have received from people who complain that
the continued discussion is tiresome, that
some people can only be interested in a great

ublic question when it comes upeand slaps
hem in the face. FrANK (. CAMPBELL,

HarTPORD, Dec. §

Expert Opinion of Indlans Beose.

To THR EDITOR OF THE SUN—-Sir: Lel a booser
speak on the booze question. There has been
some talk of the quality of whiskey sold In this
great United States lately. T agree with the doc
tor (I forget hls name) who made the statement
that 88 or 90 per cent. of the whiskey consumed
|n this country was adulterated. The one who
writes this is now “Ared” up with the bad whis-
key sold In the State of Indlana. | doun'l say that
the whiskey sold In this State 1s any worse than
that sold In others, but [ do say, knowing as I do
the tricksof the trade, that any man is § fool for
golng agalnst i,

This may be an old story, and I suppose It |s,
Bul one thing that I wish to Impress is this, that
eight tenths of the whiskey sold to-day Is nothing
more than drugs, Ope thing I know s that there
|a & large business concern which publishes a cata
logue with prices of essences from which, with the
ald of spirita, one can make rye or Bourbon whiskey,
gin. port wine, sherry wine, and, in fact, anythiog
that will resemble In taste and color the genu.
Ine artiole, at a cost of about 50 cents a gallon.

1 know for a fact that a whole lot of saloonkeep-
ers take advantage of this. They make. say. &
gallon at a time.  And I belleve there s no Faderal
law to prevent It. This, 1 think, is one of the great
est ourses of drink. People using the curse dou (
get 1t pure, Boozr FIOHTER.

CcorLumaus, lud., Dec. 8.

The President's Southern Visit,
From the Atuanta Constitullion.

Should Presldent Roosevelt see fit 1o accept the
Invitation tendered him by Altanta's most represen.
tative business organization, he will come assured
of & welcome In every way befitiing his statlon
and In every way reflecting proverblal Southern
hospltality and courtesy.

Avlanta, As perhaps the most representative ity
of the “New South.,” wijl be glad to acqualnt the
Chief Maglstrate of the republic with the scope
and siguificapce of recent Southern development,
belleving that a personsl visit to the South wilj
tend to a better understanding of legitimate Soyth.
ern desires and needs, and that a better under
standing will eliminate all friction and bring all
\he seotions together In the cordial houds of sincere
friendship and mutual consideration,

Advertising In Massachusetts,
From a Taunton Newspaper,

: LAST CALL

;| WR WISH TO STATRE THAT OWING TO
: THE ADYENT OF OOLD WEATHRAR
: WE WOULD ADVISE ALL PAKTIRS
DESIRING TO HAYE LETTRHS COT
ON THERIR MONUMENTS AND HRAD -
ATONBA TO PLACRK THIIY QRN¥RS AN .
. SOON A8 POSSIBLE. ’ .

J. F. REAGAN
OPPOSITR MAYPLOWER HIilL CEMETERY

High Seociety In Utah,
Brom the Coalnle Times

They are teaching folks that | am | heat licks, and both dances

‘pulled off between the (w0 dane

J. A. Marchant gave a free dance at his ball on
Monday afterpoon for the chibiren, There waa
also one at nizht for adults music put In s
among the bhest

ever heid ln Peoa,  Some norse ‘»vl foot races were

MARRY OR PAY FORFEIT.
e
Stamford Men Have Club in Which the

Member Drawn by Lot Must Wed.

Sramronrp, Conn., Dec. 9.--It was ascer-
tained here this afternoon that there
has been in town for some months a mar-
riage club composed of ten men. One of
the members of the club who s still a bache-
lor is Frank Penoyer, and he told about it
to-day. At stated intervals lots are drawn
and the member whose name s taken
from a hat must get married within six
months or pay a forfeit of $25. :

One member of the club was married a
few woeeks ago and another has announced
that he will be in February. The member
who has already taken the step is Wilbnr
Byington, whose bride was Miss Lillian
Heerdt, the daughter of Daniel Heerd:
of Clinton avenue. The member who has
announced his engagement is William 7.
Austin, the organist and choir director of
Bt. Andrew's Episcopal Church. His
flancee is Miss Helen Noble of Columbus,
Ohio.

Neither Mr. Byington nor Mr. Austin will
admit that he knows anything about tha
club, but other members have let the secret
out. The club was organized by members
of the Stamford Club, which was formerly
the Stamford Wheel Club.

SULZER EXPLAINS TO PLAIT

Why He and President Roosevelt Both
Carried the Same District.

WaASHINGTON, Dec. §.—Benator Platt to-
day met Representative Sulzer under the
high dome of the Capitol

“Roosevelt carried your district, didn't
he?” asked the Senator.

“He did,” answered Sulzer.

“And you carried your district by 6,000?"
asked the Senator, as if soliloquizing.

“I did,” responded the puzzled SBulzer.

“How did you do it?" demanded Platt,
with a good deal of force in his tone.

“By standing pat on my record as a Demo-
.crat. If some of the others had also fol-
lowed Hanna's advice they would also
have carried their districts.”

OVER THIRTY WARSHIPS HERF.

The Big Battleship Alabama Squeezes Into
a Little Dry Dock.

The battleship Alabama was docked in
Dry Dock 2, at the navy yard, Brooklyn,
yesterday. The task was hazardous be-
cause the dock was not built to accom-
modate guch a large vessel. When the big
mass of steel and iron had been safely
slid into position after several hours of
work, it was found that there was not more
than six inches of leeway at any point
between her plates and the dry dock.

With the arrival lately of the largest
number of vessels at the navy yard ever
seen there at one time the capacity of even

o Mr. Williams of Mississippi, I |

the sentiment of the people here has greatly |

zation of the negro is a thing of the past. |

lar”: but 1 have no sore toe in this instance, |

the anchorage facilities is now taxed to the
utmost. Dry Dock ,3. the only dock sup-
to be large enough to accommodate
| battleships of the Alabama clase, being
| occupied by the Kearsarge, there was no
i place for the Alabama. She is one of the
' squadron that is to leave for Southern
| waters on Dec. 23, and it is necessary to start
| repairs on her if she is to be ready in time
| to leave with the rest,
At presept there are over thirty war
| vessels at the navy yard in Brooklyn
undergoing repairs or in course of constrie-
| tion. The flower ol the navy is to he seen
{ there. The new battleship Connecticut and
| the largest cruiser afloat, the Chattanooga,
| are surrounded by ruch vessels as the
| Kearsarge, Kentucky. Illinois, Alabama,
| Indiana and Texas, as well as the cruiser
| Minneapolis and a score of smaller craft.
The Kentucky and Kearsarge will leave the
.yard during the next week and drop down
to the anchorage at Tompkinsville, where
the Illinois will go to-day.
Civil Engineer Hollyday, in charge of the

| docks department, is tzinﬁ to get the pro-
t

improvements e yard under
way. It was announced {esu-rdav that the
Secrétary of the Navy had decided that
to end the delays in the construction of tha
new dry dock the contract ghall be awarded
to the next lowest bidder.

ARGUES FOR PARK AVE. OWNERS.

Ellhu Root Presents Claims Against Central
Before U. 8. supreme Court.

WasHINGTON, Dec. 9. -The question of
several million dollars, worth of damage
sustained by property ownera along Park
avenue, New York, by the elevation of the
tracks of the New York Central railroad,
and the legality of the act of the New York
Legislature authorizing that work without
compensation from the railroad company,
was argued in the Supreme Court to-day

Former Sacretary Root presented the
the case for Henry Muhlker, the owner
of a house at 115th street and Fourth avenue,
whose claim for damages to his property
by the change in grade was readjusted hy
the Supreme Court of New York under the
tarms of the authorizing act. The legality
of the act is attacked on the ground that
it violates the Federal Constitution by di
recting the taking of property without dus
procees of law and that it impairs the ohii-
gation of the contract under which the
street was originally opened by the city
as a thoroughfare.

One hundred and sixty suits againat the
New York Central road, agﬁr:}sting over
$2,000,000, depend upon the gion in the
pending case.

LINE DRAWN AT THE NAVY YARD.

Noe Clivillans te He Admitted te Dances
Except on Invitation,

A new rule has been promulgated at
the Brooklyn navy yard in regard to the
receptions given there. Hereafter no civ-
ilian will be admitted without an invitation

The rule is to be put into effact becanse
certain women of Brooklyn made a habi

of attending these receptions without
being invited. It is declared that the:
have been presuming upon a slight ac-
quaintanoce with some officers, and by using
their names have obtained admission 1o
the dances.

“We found that there were some people
| attending our dances who really had no
| business there,” said one of the officer-
vesterday. “Hereafter every man and
woman must havea ticket of invitation.”

Comparatively few invitations are to !¢
sent to otvilians. There are so many o
cers entitled to tickets that it will he in
possible to give each more than ten invita
tons to be dieposed of among their friend-
civilian or otherwise. Not more than “u
persons can get into Sail Loft No. 23, whe.e
the dances are held.

MAY TAX MORTGAGES

Suchh & Measure Masy Be Pushed In the
Legislature This Winter.
ALBANY, Dec. 9.—Talk in favor of a re
cording tax of mortgages is again heard a*
the (‘.prlol. It is mald that such a measure
though it has failed in other years, is likelv

to» be pushed by the Republican majority
«n the ture this winter for the purpos:
of bri in additional revenues.

The revenue from indirect sources wil
be leas next year than this, on acoount of
decisions of the courts in cases involving
the taxation of ocorporations. The
administration is also pl to the repen
of the savings bank tax. The State there
fore will face a decrease in revenue nex!
'yeu of‘dtlwg.m o:tul:lon? Thhh is held
o0 provide O] or the passage
of the moﬂmm bil. i ¢ :

Sale of Mrs. C. L. Falir's Effects.

By order of the heirs of the late Mr=«
Charles L. Falr, her personal property

| comprising her jewelry, silverware and

fure, was sold at auction yesterday by
C. E. Smith at the Knickerbooker Art Gal
leries, 7 West Twenty-ninth street

eilver tea wet of four pieces brought $230

two candelabra sold for $240, and a silve:

{ malver, $300, The rale will be continued
. 4 \o-day.,




